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Personal Experience
• (Retired) President, Standardbred Horse Sales Co. 2004 

- 2021; Vice President, Hanover Shoe Farms. 2004 –
2019. Member of Hanover Mare Booking Committee.

• Windsong Stable - 1997 to present. Raise and sell about 
10 yearlings each year.

• Breeder of:  2004 Trotting Triple Crown winner 
Windsong’s Legacy; 2003 Aged Trotter of the Year 
Rotation; #6 US stallion Swan For All, sire of World 
Champion Hannelore Hanover; Indiana sire Swan In A 
Million; Ohio sires Long Tom (sire of World Champion 
Rumble Strips 2, 1:53.2h) and In Range; Illinois sire Get 
Legs; Finnish sire P J Punjab; Swedish/Danish mare 
stars Swept to Victory and Bring Me Luck US.



What Does Windsong Do?
• Elite racing broodmare prospects with top sires and elite 

families have been generally too expensive for me. 
• Search for productive maternal families with multiple 

superior racing performers along the tail-female line.
• Accept a less commercially attractive broodmare sire, 

especially if that broodmare sire is an outcross to 
popular commercial stallions.
– Prakas:  Yankee Windsong, Expressway Hanover
– Earl:  Bax Machine
– Lindy Lane: Swan Lake, Polyester Hanover
– Glidemaster: Oh My Darlin, Monroe County
– Amigo Hall: Legzy
– Lucky Chucky: A List Lindy



What Does Windsong Do?
• Must accept that the marketplace seldom immediately 

rewards the breeder with high prices for yearlings from 
non-elite mares.
– Productive performer must often emerge before I am rewarded.

• Buy broodmares from highly productive families.
– Superior racehorses from the first and second dams.
– Good performers from older families often less expensive.
– In my experience, breeding the single standout performer from a 

mediocre family has often been unsuccessful.

• Mares with acute but minor injuries are often good buys, 
with proper veterinary examination.



What Does Windsong Do?
• Prefer broodmares with favorable line breeding or even in-breeding. 

In-bred mares can be special producers: my very best mares often 
have serial in-breeding over several generations.

• If broodmare does not have special favorable line breeding, I prefer 
outcrossed pedigrees that reflect successful “Golden Crosses”, or 
“Nicks”.
– This strategy is most successful if sire and broodmare sire are well 

established. May look at “golden crosses” to grand sire or grand 
broodmare sire for young sires, but results are likely less predictive.

• Maternal line breeding to prominent broodmare sires that were not 
successful sires of sires can be a bonus, as this may interfere less 
with sire line choices.

• Look for prominent females in maternal family: Yankee Duchess, 
Allegro, B Js Pleasure / Matina Hanover, and Misty Hanover are 
special favorites.



What Does Windsong Do?
• Bonus if maternal lines go directly to prominent or “foundation” 

mares: Margaret Parrish, Medio, Nervolo Belle / Mambrino Beauty
• A mare by a less popular sire may have more outcross sire line 

opportunities, resulting in more stallion alternatives, and greater 
opportunity to focus on conformation issues.

• I will seldom buy a maiden mare unless she has at least 4-5 obvious 
and attractive commercial stallion prospects, from at least 2 major 
sire lines. You must research the possibilities BEFORE you buy!

• Commercially, the best value is usually with maiden mares as first 
foals often bring good prices. A mare that has already produced 
successful offspring becomes expensive to buy.

• A mare that has unsuccessful offspring will not usually sell her next 
yearlings well: a full sibling to a failed first foal is often sold for at 
least 40% less at auction.



Common Breeding Mistakes
• A race mare with no talent: “She’s no good on the 

racetrack. I might as well breed her.”
• Breeding an expensive stallion to a cheap mare: “Forget 

her poor racetrack performance and the lack of 
production in her family. This top stallion will produce a 
big winner with her.”

• A mare who has produced nothing from multiple foals: 
“She is due for a good foal. I will breed her again, maybe 
even to a more expensive stallion.”

• A yearling with low commercial value from an 
unattractive mare: “He won’t sell for anything, so I might 
as well train him myself.”



Generational Inheritance



Yankee Windsong 2, 2:06h; 3, Q2:02.1f. $33,028

Dam of:
Windsong’s Legacy 
3, 1:53, $1,744,644
Moonlight G 4, 
1:58.2f, $151,062

Family of:
Muscle Hill
Yankee Glide
TV Yankee 
Diesel Don 
Fox Valley Flan
Etc.

Tail female to: 
Mambrino Beauty

Pedigree courtesy of
Sophia Pedigrees



Yankee Duchess
Dam of:

Yankee Bambi – dam of 
TV Yankee and Yankee 
Blondie, dam of Muscle 
Hill and Diesel Don. TV 
Yankee is broodmare sire 
of SJ’s Caviar.

Yankee Scottie –
granddam of Windsong’s 
Legacy and Fox Valley 
Flan

Yankee Flight – grandam 
of Yankee Glide

Yankee Bambino –
grandsire of SJ’s Photo

Tail female to: 
Mambrino Beauty

Pedigree courtesy of
PM Equine



China L
Dam of Yankee Duchess

Intense inbreeding:
3x2 to Guy Axworthy
3x3 to Peter The Great

Tail female to: 
Mambrino Beauty

Pedigree courtesy of
PM Equine



Windsong’s Legacy 3, 1:53; $1,744,644

3rd dam is Yankee 
Duchess, key to 
maternal families of 
Muscle Hill, Yankee 
Glide, Windsong’s 
Legacy, Diesel Don, 
Fox Valley Flan, etc.

Prakas is the 
broodmare sire of 
Windsong’s two top 
horses, Windsong’s 
Legacy and Rotation.

Mating was done 
mostly because of 
physical and 
temperament factors.

Pedigree courtesy of:
Sophia Pedigrees



Swan Lake
Dam of:
Swan Image 4, 1:51.4, 
$628,952
Magic Swan 4, 1:55.1f, 
$450,047
Swan In A Million 4, 
1:52.4, $350,404
Swan For All 3, 1:54.1f, 
$309,986
Swanderful 4, 1:54.3, 
$150,391

Family of:
Manchego
Possess The Magic
Magic Tonight

Tail female to: Medio

Pedigree courtesy of
Sophia Pedigrees



Swan For All 3, 1:54.1f; $309,986
Winner of American 
National, International 
Stallion Stakes; 
Matron Stakes

#6 US sire in 2022. 

Sire of World 
Champion Hannelore 
Hanover 1:49.2, 
$2,958,845; 
Fiftydallarbill 4, 1:50.2, 
$1,056,238; 
Whataswan 4, 
Q1:52.4, $730,732; 
Swingforthefences 3, 
1:52.1f, $711,090; 
Swandre The Giant 3, 
1:51.3, $655,368. etc.

Tail female to: Medio

Pedigree courtesy of
PM Equine



Bax Machine 3, 1:57.4; $101,660

Dam of:
Baximum 1:53.3, 
$637,684. Bluegrass S. 
Winner
Bax of Life 1:52.2, 
$604,417. Breeders 
Crown elim., Miss 
Versatility Final winner.
Bouncing Bax 4, 1:54.3f, 
$444,980. NY Sire 
Stakes Champion.
Six Bax 1:541.f, 
$353,091
Never Bax Down 1:55.3, 
$239,545
Q Forty Five 3, 1:56.2, 
$210,000. Silver Division 
winner in Sweden. Etc.

Tail female to: 
Minnehaha
Pedigree courtesy of
Sophia Pedigrees



Seconds Ahead
Dam of Bax Machine, 
Fax Machine, Sending

3x2 inbred to Speedster
6x3 to Tilly Tonka, the 
second dam of Hoot Mon

Tail female to: 
Minnehaha

Pedigree courtesy of
Sophia Pedigrees



Bax of Life 1:52.2; $604,417
Breeders Crown elim., 
Miss Versatility Final 
winner.

Tail female to: 
Minnehaha

Pedigree courtesy of
PM Equine



Ilia 3, 1:56. $46,020
Dam of:
In Range 3, 1:51.4, 
$793,037
Tight Lines 1:51.2f, 
$625,074
Long Tom 3, 1:52.1, 
$410,513
Field Gunner 3, 1:56.4f, 
$36,974

3x3 to Yankee Scottie, a 
daughter of Yankee 
Duchess

Tail female to: 
Mambrino Beauty

Pedigree courtesy of
PM Equine



Tasha Yar 3, 1:57.2; $254,155
Hanover bred 6 foals 
(Balanced Image, 2 
Donerail, Yankee Paco, 
SJs Caviar), Lindy 
Lane. Only 3 had 
records when Hanover 
culled.

Windsong purchased 
her in foal to Lindy 
Lane: Morguns 
Sweetheart 4, 1:53.2, 
$300,794.  
Johnhannibalsmith 
became successful 
1:54.3, $284,488.

Windsong bred:
Valeris 3, 1:55.3f, 
$98,607; Zindi 4, 1:56f, 
$66,900; Ilia 3, 1:56, 
$46,020; Picard 1:53.2, 
$132,852; etc.

Pedigree courtesy of
PM Equine



Tight Lines 1:51.2f; $625,074
At 3, winner of Keystone 
Classic; second in PA Sire 
Stakes at Philadelphia, PA 
Sire Stakes Consolation; third 
in Old Oaken Bucket. At 4, 
winner of 3 legs and Final of 
SOA Bonus Series at 
Yonkers; second in leg of 
Graduate Series; third in leg 
of Graduate Series, Preferred 
and 2 Opens at Yonkers.

Track record holder (1:51.2f) 
at Dover Downs.

Tail female to: Mambrino 
Beauty

Pedigree courtesy of
Breedersbible.com



Long Tom 3, 1:52.1; $410, 513
At 3, winner legs and 
Final of the New 
Jersey Sire Stakes, 
defeating What The 
Hill.

3x4x4 to daughters of 
Yankee Duchess 
(4x4x5 to Yankee 
Duchess)

3x3 to full brothers 
American Winner and 
Super Pleasure (4x4 
to BJ’s Pleasure)

Tail female to: 
Mambrino Beauty

Pedigree courtesy of
PM Equine



In Range 3, 1:51.4; $797,037
At 2, winner of PA All 
Stars, 3 legs of PA Sire 
Stakes at Philadelphia, 
Pocono, and the 
Meadows; elim. of 
Breeders Crown; second 
in leg of PA Sire Stakes 
at the Meadows, PA Sire 
Stakes Championship, 
International Stallion S., 
and Breeders Crown 
Final.At 3, winner of leg 
PA Sire Stakes at the 
Meadows, Muscle Hill 
Trot; second in Canadian 
Trotting Classic, Langley 
Trot; third in 3YO Open at 
Meadowlands, Yonkers 
Trot, Breeders Crown 
Final, and Matron.

Tail female to: Mambrino 
Beauty

Pedigree courtesy of
PM Equine



“Red Hot” US Breeding Nick
• Yankee Duchess: Major pedigree influence in many prominent US 

sires: Muscle Hill & sons, Windsong’s Legacy/Chapter Seven/ 
Walner, Yankee Glide, S J’s Caviar / S J’s Photo.

• Crosses from these different sire lines results in the advantageous 
line breeding of Yankee Duchess.

• Superior performers:  Walner, Gimpanzee, Ramona Hill, S J’s 
Caviar, Fourth Dimension, Hypnotic AM, Alarm Detector, Long Tom, 
Odds On Amethyst, Venerable, Joviality S, Rebuff, Volume Eight, 
Walner Peyton, Special Way, Cool Papa Bell, In Range, etc.

• Chapter Seven “Golden Crosses” (USTA Pathway; Minimum 5)
– Chapter Seven x Muscle Hill M 36% $100k winners! Best: Joviality S $1,978,983

Chapter Seven x SJ’s Caviar M 50% $100k winners! Best: Enterprise $389,282
Chapter Seven x Yankee Glide M 25% $100k winners! Best: Alarm Detector 
$327,696
Chapter Seven x S J’s Photo M 29% $100k winners! Best: Lima Novelty 
$278,964
Chapter Seven x Ken Warkentin M 10% $100k winners. Best: Walner $567,652



“Red Hot” US Breeding Nick

• Muscle Hill “Golden Crosses” (USTA Pathway; Minimum 5)
– Muscle Hill x Yankee Glide M 21% $100k winners! Best: Rebuff $962,490

Muscle Hill x Glidemaster M 25% $100k winners! Best: Pretender $689,153
Muscle Hill x Windsong’s Legacy M 21% $100k winners. Best: Long Tom 
$410,513.
Muscle Hill x Ken Warkentin M 29% $100k winners! Best: Well Built $165,917
Muscle Hill x S Js Caviar M 7% $100k winners. Best: Miami $184,664
Muscle Hill x S Js Photo M 8% $100k winners. Best: Perfect Image $135,176

• Walner “Golden Crosses” (USTA Pathway; Minimum 5)
– Walner x Muscle Hill M 23% $100k winners! Best: Venerable $1,187,798

Walner x Yankee Glide M 13% $100k winners. Best: Testing Testing $128,115

• Trixton “Golden Crosses” (USTA Pathway; Minimum 5)
– Trixton x Windsong’s Legacy M 25% $100k winners! Best: Caviart Emma 

$142,670
Trixton x Yankee Glide M 20% $100k winners! Best: No Drama Please $436,071
Trixton x Ken Warkentin M 0% $100k winners. Best: Trix Are For Kids $57,860



“Red Hot” US Breeding Nick

• Yankee Glide “Golden Crosses” (USTA Pathway; Minimum 5)
– Yankee Glide x S Js Photo M 21% $100k winners! Best: Milligan’s School 

17,977,711 SEK
Yankee Glide x S Js Caviar M 25% $100k winners! Best: Glidinthruparadise
$455,693
Yankee Glide x Windsong’s Legacy M 41% $100k winners! Best: Tight Lines 
$625,074

• S Js Caviar “Golden Crosses” (USTA Pathway; Minimum 5)
– S Js Caviar x TV Yankee M 0% $100k winners. Best: ENS Lightning Bolt 

$16,620
S Js Caviar x Yankee Glide M 10% $100k winners. Best: Celebrity Katie 
$210,106  ** 4% $100k winners. Best: Global Welcome $516,843
**S Js Caviar x Windsong’s Legacy M 10% $100k winners. Best: Triple T 
Swinger $131,268
**S Js Caviar x Muscle Hill M 0% $100k winners. Best: Global Crusader $46,523
**S Js Caviar x Ken Warkentin M 0% $100k winners. Best: Cypress Point 
$17,705

**Figures from Breeders Bible.com – includes European data



Other Attractive Pedigree Lines

• Pine Chip provides additional Speedster blood that goes 
through Arnie Almahurst, rather than Valley Victory.
– Chapter Seven has Pine Chip maternally; Gimpanzee 4x4x4 

Pine Chip.
– Father Patrick: dam’s grandsire is Pine Chip.
– Arianna G, When Dovescry, Mission Brief: second dam’s sire is 

Pine Chip

• Any superior female that also appears in the pedigree of 
a major stallion is attractive for line breeding



McKee’s Angel 2, 1:57; 3, 1:54.2; $66,935
At 3, winner of Casual 
Breeze S.

Full sister to Yonkers Trot 
winner Top Flight Angel 3, 
1:54.3h; 4, 1:52.3f 
($993,615).

Pedigree includes BJs 
Pleasure, Yankee Duchess, 
Pine Chip; line breeds 
Armbro Goal in the dam; 
Lovester, Pure Rodney…

Tail female to: Sally 
Sovereign

Pedigree courtesy of
PM Equine



Chapter Seven x McKees Angel
4x5 full siblings 
(Yankee 
Scottie,Yankee 
Bambino) out of 
Yankee Duchess

4x4 Pine Chip

3x4 Conway Hall / 
Andover Hall

5x5 Crowning Point

Mare is 4x4 to 
Armbro Goal

Multiple non-Valley 
Victory paths to 
Speedy Crown 

Only one Valley 
Victory in pedigree

Pedigree courtesy of
PM Equine



Is A Pearl FR 4, 1:58.1f; Q1:57.1 ($40,667 Intl)
Immediate family of 
Bold Eagle 1.08 
(5,124,087€) and 
Brillantissime 1.10 
(958,375€).

Bred much like Bold 
Eagle himself (4x2 
Workaholic,; Bold 
Eagle is 4x3)

Muitple US based 
sire lines make this 
pedigree easier to 
work with – this is 
basically a Stars 
Pride and Speedy 
Crown pedigree.

Pedigree courtesy 
of PM Equine



Chapter Seven x Is A Pearl
Simple cross of 
Stars Pride and 
Speedy Crown sire 
lines.

Fits Norman Hall’s 
Pedigree Matching 
very favorable 
“Double double” 
matching criteria

Pedigree courtesy 
of PM Equine



Adore Me 3, 1:54.4f; 4, 1:56.2h. $182,476
5x4x4 Valley Victory

4x4 full sister cross 
(Margit Lobell, B Js 
Pleasure)

6x5 Armbro Flight

6x4 Florida Pro

Golden Cross:

Father Patrick x 
Credit Winner M  
16% $100k winners 
Best: Fly Light 
$528,591

Pedigree courtesy 
of PM Equine



Muscle Hill x Adore Me

3x6x5x5 Valley 
Victory

3x4 American 
Winner

Fits Norman Hall’s 
Pedigree Matching 
“Thoroughbred 
Pattern” match

Little “Golden 
Cross” data on 
Muscle Hill x Father 
Patrick M.

However, Muscle 
Hill x Cantab Hall M 
30% $100k winners 
Best: Manchego 
$3,144,777

Pedigree courtesy 
of PM Equine



Questions?
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